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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 Excerpt: .general To a curve of the wth class n tangents can be drawn from lor n--
1 J; and these may be taken in pairs in n----ways; and m every pair may be regarded as at right angles to one
another. Each of the circular points is therefore a point of the order n--I n----on the orthoptic locus; and they
are in general its only points at infinity. Consequently the order or degree of the locus is n n--1). That is to say,
the orthoptic locus of any n--1 curve of class n is of the order n (n--1), and it passes n-----times through the
circular points. In verification of this result, notice that when the curve of class n degenerates into n points, its
orthoptic locus evidently n--l consists of the n----circles which have the lines joining the points two and two for
diameters. In this we omit the point B2 circles at the n points, which might have been regarded as factors of the
locus. 4. The parabola. Of the two tangents that can be drawn to a parabola from any point on the line at
infinity one is that line itself, which may be regarded as orthogonal to every other tangent. Every point on the
line at infinity is therefore a single point on the orthoptic locus of the parabola; and the remaining factor of the
locus must be a straight line not at infinity. This straight line is the directrix, the polar of...
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