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Tolstoy (who objects to his name being transliterated Tolstoi) is generally recognised as the noblest figure in
modern Russia. He was born on the family estate at Yasnaya Polyana, in the Government of Tula, about 100
miles south of Moscow, on August 28 (new style September 9), 1828. His father, Count N. I. Tolstoy, who retired
from the army about the time of his sons birth, had been among the prisoners taken by Napoleons invading
forces in the war of 1812. He died suddenly in 1837. Young Tolstoy after three years at Kazan University decided
to abandon his college studies without graduating, so repelled was he by the degraded character of the
average student. Retiring to his estate at Yasnaya Polyana in 1847, he sought, though without success, to
ameliorate the condition of his serfs. The Imperial decree of emancipation was not promulgated till 1861. In
1851 Count Tolstoy joined the army in the Caucasus, and shortly afterwards he participated in the defence of
Sebastopol during the great Crimean War. Since that period his life has been a wonderful career of literary
success. On his fine estate, with his large family and his servants about him, he lives the life of a simple peasant,
advocating a form of socialism which he considers to...
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