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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: the constitutional development of this country. In view of the fact that
the greatest conflict in American politics has been for the organization of the West upon the principles of the
Ordinance of 1787, it would seem as though the subject of the Territorial Commonwealth of the American
Union might justly demand from our stndents of history something more than the cold respect of a passing
glance. The Ordinance of 1787 is but the legal outcome of Maryland s successful policy in advocating National
Sovereignty over the Western Lands. The leading principles of this Ordinance are now recognized in all parts of
our country, but those principles were long ago approved of by Maryland, although in a somewhat singular
manner. In 1833, when the vessel sailed which carried to western Africa the emigrants who were to establish,
under the anspices of the Maryland State Colonization Society, the colony of Maryland in Liberia, at Cape
Palmas, the agent of the society took with him two documents, the one a Constitution, containing a Bill of
Rights, and the other an Ordinance for the government of the territory about to be acquired. The work of
preparing these instruments was done by Mr. John H. B. Latrobe, then the corresponding secretary of the
society and one of its most active members. The animating principles of these instruments, and, to some extent,
their very form and substance, were furnished by the famous Ordinance of 1787. When the Constitution and
Ordinance were...
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