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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. A Fragment of Life, which tells of a newlywed couple, the Darnells, living
in a London suburb. Machen piles on an enormous amount of fine detail to illustrate the Darnells life; thus, we
learn of their plans to redecorate a bedroom, how much they pay for groceries, the social life of their maid, the
problems that Mrs. Darnell s aunt is having, and on and on. It only gradually dawns on the reader, and on Mr.
Darnell, that this is, literally, just a fragment of life, indeed; that all this mundane nonsense is just a masklike
covering that hides a greater reality. Like many of the characters of Algernon Blackwood and, much later, P.K.
Dick, Mr. Darnell seeks to pierce the illusion of our so-called reality, and this initially prosaic story winds up
being quite an eerie and mystical ride as a result. The next tale in this collection, The White People, was
Lovecraft s second-favorite horror story of all time, after Blackwood s The Willows. In this one, a man is given
the diary of a young girl by another man who wishes to demonstrate what the real nature of evil is all about.
The bulk of the story consists of the girl s seemingly naive and rambling notes in her journal, and we learn that
she is a sorceress of sorts, being trained by her nurse is some kind of dark arts. Nothing is really spelled out for
the reader in this piece; rather, through the use of narrated fairy tales, strange incidents and almost
hallucinatory journeys, a very unsettling aura is engendered. It is all very allusive and suggestive, demanding of
thereader a...
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