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illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: . .. feet above the sea level. Regarding it, wrote Captain Nicholas Daunton in 1611: --To
the seaward, though it be in a manner dry at low water there stands a high rock, somewhat larger than the
tower of London, which is not by enemies to be in haste ascended by reason it is so steep, and that but one way
by narrow steps to get up where four men may keep down a multitude. This rock is so-walled and flankered
and furnished with ordnance as it seemeth to me it may command both the town and the road, yet who will
avoid it may ride in nine fathoms water without their command or within their command from nine fathom
downward. It is related that the great Albuquerque lost two thousand men beneath the fortifications of Serah in
an attempt to capture it in the middle of the sixteenth century. It has been the scene of many other sanguinary
conflicts since that time, the last of which was January 22, 1839, when the English captured Aden and battered
down all the fortifications upon the island, including a round tower eighty feet high. Since that date new and
complete fortifications have been erected by the present masters of the place. As soon as one lands on the
wharf at Steamer Point he is beset by a dozen or more Somauli boys sitting astride or leading decrepid horses,
infirm donkeys or lazy mules. One of them getting in your way...
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