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Excerpt: . CHAPTER X DRINK, BETTING, AND GAMBLING As long
as the public-houses are practically the centres of the social life
of the workmen, as long as they are the most accessible places
in which he can spend his leisure, it is difficult to see how
drinking is likely to be lessened to any great extent. It is
consoling, however, to learn that the amount of drinking in
public-houses has appreciably diminished since the legislation
which made the publican as well as the drinker responsible for
the drunkenness in his establishment. But the most pernicious
drinking is not, we are told, that which takes place in the
publichouse, but that which goes on constantly in the home. It
is not easy to give absolute statistics as to the proportion of
men at the works who drink more or less, but it is probably
accurate to...
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