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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1785 edition. Excerpt: . complimentary passages, which are certainly improper for
a work published at my own solicitation. But he is at too great a distance to allow of their being sent back to
him for correction, without losing the opportunity, which I am unwilling to lose, of the present dispatch; nor
could they be omitted, if | thought myself at liberty to expunge them, without requiring considerable alterations
in the context. They must therefore stand; and | hope that this explanation will be admitted as a valid excuse for
me in passing them. W. H. THE TO THE HONORABLE WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. Governor General, c. c. Honorable
Sir, T TNCONSCIOUS of the liberal purpose for which you intended the Geeta when, at your request, | had the
honor to present you with a copy of the manuscript, | was the less solicitous about its imperfections, because |
knew that your extensive ac C z quaintance quaintance with the customs and religious tenets of the Hindoos
would elucidate every passage that was obscure, and | had so often experienced approbation from your
partiality, and correction from your pen: It was the theme of a pupil to his preceptor and patron. But since |
received your commands to prepare it for the public view, | feel all that anxiety which must be inseparable from
one who, for the first time, is about to appear before that awful tribunal; and I should dread the event, were |
not convinced...
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