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Christmas Eve, 1823, was a memorable night in the history of a certain wealthy family in New York. The night
was dark and stormy, but the tempest which swept over the bay, and whitened the city s roofs with snow, was
but a faint symbol of the tempest of human passion - jealousy, covetousness, despair - then at work, in the
breasts of a group of individuals, connected with the old and distinguished family of Van Hutden. On that night,
Gulian Van Huyden, the representative of the family, and owner of its immense wealth - a young man in the
prime of early manhood, who had been happily married a year before - gave a great banquet to his male
friends, in his city mansion. By his side was seated his younger brother, Charles Van Huyden, whom the will of
their father had confined to a limited income, while Gulian, as the elder son, had become the possessor of
nearly all of the immense wealth of the family. The banquet was prolonged from about nine o clock until near
dawn, and during its progress, Gulian and his brother had been alternately absent, for the space of an hour, or
a half hour at a time. The city mansion of Gulian, situated not far from Trinity Church, flung the blaze of its
festival lights out upon the stormy night. That light was not sufficient to light up the details of two widely
different edifices, which, located within a hundred yards of Gulian s mansion, had much to do with his fortunes,
and the for tunes of his family....
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